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From the Episcopal Vicar

Monsignor Kevin
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Welcome back to a new civic year. There is a strange anomaly between the Church’s year beginning in Advent and the secular new year. Yet with both there is that sense of waiting for fulfilment – to see what will happen. Yet for anything to happen we need to be people of action. Much will be asked of us in the coming year in many ways. I want to set before you the agenda on which we will need to focus as the family of Catholic schools within our diocese in 2013, and put it in the context of the feast of the Epiphany that we celebrate in these days. The three wise men bring three gifts which have been invested with specific theological significance over the centuries. The meanings of the gifts to the Christ Child can indeed sum up what we are about in any Christian community, and certainly in our Catholic schools and parishes : 

Gold – for Christ as King, speaks of our leadership which follows the one came serve not to be served
Frankincense – for Christ as God, demands our commitment to prayer, worship, spirituality

Myrrh – for Christ’s sufferings, reminds us of our care and attention for those in need, our outreach.

As we start this new term I ask all of you who are staff and governors of our schools to reflect on these three aspects of your community’s life. 

In the YEAR OF FAITH, we must respond generously to 

Pope Benedict’s call to celebrate our faith. That is why I hope that all our schools will engage positively with all local parishes for EDUCATION SUNDAY. It is a great opportunity to share what you school is doing for the mission of the Church and to draw other’s into you work. Each month we publish the POPE’S UNIVERSAL PRAYER INTENTIONS, and so this year especially can we use them within the formal and informal prayer life of our schools – at assemblies, in newsletters etc. 

We are also at a time of significant change in the shape and governance of our schools. Many FOUNDATION GOVERNORS finish their term of office in the summer. I write elsewhere about how we need to reflect on governance and who should be Foundation Governors at such a demanding time. 

The first application by a partnership of schools has been finalised for ACADEMY STATUS, which involves the establishment of the DUNS SCOTUS TRUST within the diocese. Blessed Duns Scotus was a great mediaeval thinker and under his patronage we hope that any Catholic Voluntary Partnership Academy will be a place of serious Catholic philosophy and theology at every level. Details again are elsewhere in this edition.

Duns Scotus was ordained priest in Northampton at the Franciscan Friary, not that long after St Thomas of Canterbury had been tried at Northampton Castle and fled into exile for safety. Saints like these and so many others  linked to the diocese remind us of our great Christian heritage. Recognising out debt to them means we have to be committed to building the finest future we can for the Church in our land. HAPPY NEW YEAR!
POPE BENEDICT’S JANUARY PRAYER INTENTIONS– ask the school to join him as you pray – 

· The Faith of Christians. That in this Year of Faith Christians may deepen their knowledge of the mystery of Christ and witness joyfully to the gift of faith in him. 

· Middle Eastern Christians. That the Christian communities of the Middle East, often discriminated against, may receive from the Holy Spirit the strength of fidelity and perseverance.

CELEBRATING CATHOLIC EDUCATION

EDUCATION SUNDAY 2013 is 27 January.

The YEAR of FAITH gives us a good start to make sure that we present our schools in strength to our parishes on the national day for Catholic education. Have you spoken with your parish priest(s) yet and started to discuss what you can do? Some partnerships have arranged for students to speak at Masses and also to provide a display and literature for each church


ACADEMY STATUS

1. From January 2013 the Diocese has established the Duns Scotus Trust as the umbrella Trust for an MultiAcademy Trust within the Diocese of Northampton formed from any of our Schools’ Partnerships. The Members of the Trust are Mgr Kevin (as Episcopal Vicar), Mr Hugh Davies (Financial Secretary), Mr Mike Coote (Governor). Frances Image will act as Secretary.
2. As we have stated before any PARTNERSHIP that wishes to explore Academy Status should apply to Mgr Kevin. Consent to explore will be given unless there are any serious reasons against such a move. As you explore the Partnership should develop an Ecclesial Plan to show why those schools should move from Voluntary Aided status to Academy. NORES is only too happy to advise in developing any plan. The Plan will then be presented to the Trustee. The Trustee will then decide if approval is to be given so that formal application may be made to the DfE. The DfE cannot accept consent to explore as agreement to proceed to Academy status. 

3. The Articles for Academy status and the Scheme of Delegation are in their final stages. The Scheme is the particular application of academy status within our diocese. It will be crucial that all involved understand the mutual reciprocity between the Diocese as overall Trustee and the MultiAcademy Trusts.
4. Blessed Duns Scotus was chosen as our patron as he was ordained priest in St Andrew’s Prior. Northampton  on 17 March 1291. He was probably born in the winter of 1266 in Duns, a town in the South of Scotland, where in 1279 he was accepted in a Franciscan friary. After eight years of preliminary studies in philosophy, or rather in the artes, at Oxford, he started to study theology there in 1288. He became an outstanding theologian of his time, teaching in Paris, Oxford, Cambridge and Cologne. On 8 November 1308 he suddenly died in Cologne,  'In his brief academic career he altered the direction of philosophical thinking in many areas and set it on new courses to be followed for centuries' (Sir Anthony Kenny). As our patron we hope to follow his footsteps promoting great Catholic philosophy and theology in our schools.



FOUNDATION GOVERNORS 
are crucial for the development of our schools. More and greater responsibilities are being placed on their shoulders, despite their work being voluntary. Ofsted is being more demanding in their place in inspection. Consequently it is more important than ever that anyone who accepts the rôle, with its mandate from the Bishop, understands fully the demands and commitment required. It is essential now that all governors agree to attend the necessary training from the diocese and the LA, where available.

The term for many governors will end on August 31, 2013. It is important that all serving governors who wish to apply for another term consider this seriously soon. I am writing to all parish priests so that they are fully aware of the situation before they countersign the application forms for those applying to become governors in September.

As I wrote last month it is important to see the 

the 12 year limit of service in the same school (except pastoral clergy) is there to ensure ongoing development within a governing body. Governors are very welcome to serve in another school if they are willing and their different experience could be so valuable. 
It is also very important that no governor is related to any one the school employs. This is to avoid any conflict of interest.
YEAR OF FAITH – Porta Fidei – 2012/3

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES PLEASE…..

Education Sunday 2013 - 27 January – in local parishes
Schools Walsingham Pilgrimage  - 4 July 2013 

Heads of the Westminster Province Celebration

24 September 2013, Westminster Cathedral Hall

[image: image3.png]i =5 =
=S

' }\\\\ (i

i /\\\\\\\‘\v*

)/
QEe
oty \\\\5\\\ \
NN

-




Schools Mass 2013 – 

Friday 22 November 11am – Dunstable

Diocesan Closure Mass 2013 – 

Saturday 23 November 11am – Cathedral

The Walsingham Pilgrimage 2013 – what do you think we should do? Let us know your ideas!

Try these among the many websites for resources and information - catholic-year-of-faith.com
leedsyearoffaith.co.uk                www.annusfidei.va……

catholic-ew.org.uk/Home/Featured/Year-of-Faith/



FROM THE SCHOOLS’ COMMISSIONER      Frances Image

CAPITAL FUNDING PROGRAMME

DfE wrote befor Christmas to Local Authorities and Dioceses to inform them about the timescale for the announcement of their 2013-14 schools capital funding programme which includes DFC and LCVAP. DfE is currently still collecting data at LA level to obtain a more accurate picture of basic need pressures. The letter states that at national level, DfE expects ‘the overall annual allocations of basic need, condition maintenance and devolved formula capital to remain broadly in line with the previous two years’ annual allocations’.

This means that we will arrange to meet with schools in every partnership in late January/early February to agree on LCVAP priorities for 2013-2014. 

NCSL FAITH STRATEGY

The pre-NPQH course for aspiring leaders of Church schools is running again this year but for the last time. In future years this will be replaced by courses for middle and senior leaders (NPML and NPQSL). The deadline for applications for the pre-NPQH has been extended and flyers will be sent to all schools at the beginning of January. The course includes two 24 hour residentials in mid-March and June as well as a school visit. 

We need to continue nurturing our future leaders and we would ask all Headteachers and Governors to encourage any suitable candidate in their school to apply. 
SECONDARY RE AND INSPECTION

Stephen O’Brien
RE through ASDAN? Some secondary colleagues have been investigating the possibility of offering Year 12/13 General Religious Education through the ASDAN ‘Certificate of Personal Effectiveness’ [CoPE]. Whilst this may not be a route that all would consider, some departmental colleagues might wish to discover more. To this end, Gratton Mulcrow, from ASDAN, has agreed to speak to RE subject specialists about delivering 12/13 RE through CoPE. Gratton has already visited a number of other dioceses for this purpose and says: ‘I guarantee we have much to offer at post-16 having been head of RE and Sixth Form in Catholic schools myself’. Though the date is unconfirmed, the meeting will take place early in 2013. I will invite subject leaders, other members of your departmental team and Sixth Form colleagues to the meeting in the New Year. It may be worth finding out more even if this does not prove to be the route you will ultimately take. Find more information at: www.asdan.org.uk
Religious Education Quality Mark I have recently attended training on the REQM and would be happy to visit departments [or groups of Primary coordinators] to provide guidance on applying for and achieving the RE Quality Mark. If you would like this visit, please feel free to ask. Congratulations to the RE team at St Thomas More School in Bedford, the first in our diocese to apply for the REQM and who achieved Gold standard a few weeks ago.

RE Subject Leaders Meeting Can I ask all middle/secondary colleagues to ensure that they have the date for our next meeting in the diary. This will be at the RE Centre in Luton on Thursday 6 February 2013. Further details will follow in the New Year.

I do hope you had a peaceful Christmas and that this continues to be a blessed Year of Faith for all in your families and in our school communities.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION,       CATECHESIS and CHAPLAINCY 






  Alex Heath
The Pilgrimage of the Relics of St Don Bosco

This month there is a pilgrimage of the relics of the famous Saint and Patron of young people St John Bosco. There are various opportunities to gather in various parts of the UK (outside of our Diocese) and also a number of online resources that may be of use in schools.A full timetable and background information as well as plenty of supplementary resources and facebook and twitter links are available from www.donboscorelics.co.uk. 
School Chaplaincy Training Day
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A reminder too that our next Chaplaincy Training Day is taking place this month on Friday 25th January 2013 and will be led by Káren Towey. It takes place from 10am- 3pm at our RE Centre at Holy Ghost, Luton. During this session entitled Exploring Faith in the Year of Faith Káren will help us explore the theme of ‘faith’ that has been given to us to reflect on by Pope Benedict XI during this Year of Faith.  As well as exploring what we can understand about our own personal and communal faith Káren will also share some insights, ideas and resources drawn from her extensive experience of ministry in the Church over several years. Káren works for the Southwark Catholic Youth Service in the Archdiocese of Southwark.  Full details and a booking form are available from the events/ bookings section of the NORES website or the NORES office, we look forward to seeing many of you. 
NEWS FROM THE PRIMARY CORNER

Sister Aidan
A very happy New Year to everyone. May it be one of rich blessings as we confirm ourselves in our faith. From my diary it seems as if this will be a busy term of meetings for RE. The assessment tasks for this term are on the theme Local Church and you will find them on the NORES website under Primary.  Below is a summary of all the meetings for RE this term. I have made them out in Partnerships. I hope it is clear. Sister Vicky’s meetings are a “surgery” for all questions, queries, explanations requests - you set the agenda!   Application forms for these meetings are available, and the cost per head is £15. Anyone is welcome at any venue, as suits you best. Just book!! She will also run through a topic. The special gathering for RE co-ordinators will be on the new Curriculum Directory. It will be at NORES RE Centre. The date has had to be changed. 

The Moderating Meetings for RE Coordinators  will address tasks given in Christian Living Theme (December) and (possibly)Local Church Theme (January)

SLOUGH

Meeting with Sister Vicky : 24 January at St. Ethelbert’s from 1-4pm. This meeting is open for anyone to attend, especially South Bucks.
 Moderating Meeting for RE Coordinators -St Ethelbert’s March 1 from 10am – 3pm. It is the termly RE meeting.
AYLESBURY & PRINCES RISBOROUGH & SOUTH BUCKS

Moderating Meeting for RE Coordinators - 15 February at St Joseph’s Aylesbury from 10am-12noon. 
Meeting with Sister Vicky participants are asked to use the venues at Slough or Milton Keynes. Sister Vicky’s  meeting is for  anyone and everyone. 

MILTON KEYNES 
Meeting with Sister Vicky – 7 March at St Thomas Aquinas from 1-4pm. Anyone and everyone is welcome. 
Moderating Meeting for RE Coordinators - St Bernadette’s, 26 February. 

LUTON AND BEDFORD

Meeting with Sister Vicky - 5 February at the RE Centre, NORES, from 1-4pm. All welcome.

Moderating Meeting for RE Coordinators - 4 March at St Joseph’s Infant School Gardenia Avenue. 
NORTHAMPTON

Meeting with Sister Vicky  - 25 February, at The Good Shepherd School, Kingsthorpe, 1.30-4pm. 
Moderating Meeting for RE Coordinators has yet to be fixed. I will do this as soon as possible.
NORTH NORTHANTS

Meeting with Sister Vicky – please book for the venues that suits you best. 
Moderating Meeting for RE Coordinators -28 March at Our Lady of Walsingham Primary School,  Occupation Road, Corby. 
PARTNERSHIP MASSES for this year :

Slough – 15 January 2013 – 5.30pm – OL of Peace

North Northants – tba

Our partnerships are essential for the way we move forward as a diocesan family of schools. Do let us know of any initiatives you are promoting across your area.

HEART GIVES UNTO HEART RADIO - The radio is run entirely by volunteers who live all over the UK. Based at St John’s Seminary, Guildford, we plan to make and broadcast a wide range of enjoyable programmes to appeal to Catholics.

“Our Mission is to celebrate our Catholic Faith - by broadcasting an internet radio station with a wide mix of interesting and original programmes, which showcase the creative talent within our Catholic community. http://www.heartgivesuntoheart.net.”
CATHOLIC PRESS- CONTACT DETAILS  

We have mentioned often the need for us to make sure we celebrate our schools in the diocesan and national newspapers.  Be persistent as we have a lot to share! Don’t forget your local newspapers and radio too!

The Vine 

Fr Paul Hardy (Editor) St Edward’s, Burchard Crescent

Milton Keynes MK5 6DX 01908 504771
vine01@btopenworld.com
Mrs Margaret Busby (News editor)

1 Bewcastle Close, Bedford MK41 8BQ 01234 267016
vine02@globalnet.co.uk
The Catholic Herald , Herald House
15 Lamb’s Passage, Bunhill Row, London EC1Y 8TQ

020744 83602

Editor: Luke Coppen editorial@catholicherald.co.uk
The Tablet

1 King St Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY

Tel - 020 8748 8484 
Fax - 020  8748 1550

thetablet@thetablet.co.uk

The Universe & Catholic Times

Alberton House, St Mary's Parsonage 

Manchester M3 2WJ
0161 214 1200
Editor- joseph.kelly@thecatholicuniverse.com
Kevin Flaherty – Editor - Catholic Times

HOLY CHOCOLATE!!  “The Real Easter Egg is the first and only Fairtrade chocolate Easter Egg to explain the Christian understanding of Easter on the box. It also supports charity and development projects and is now in its third year of production with more than 200,000 sold so far. We would love you to join our campaign and help to establish the egg. This year the Real Easter Egg has a free activity pack in the box which includes the Easter story, activity poster, free itune download and a sticker set.  See http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk”
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‘Exploring Faith in the Year of Faith’ Chaplaincy Day to be led by Káren Towey of the Southwark Catholic Youth Service on Friday 25th January 2012 (10am-3pm) at the RE Centre. 









